Housing First
Items needed for each of the 24 units that will be opening soon for the Housing First project, to
serve the cronically homeless in Iowa City. They are asking for NEW items.
CLEAN
Broom
Dustpan
Waste basket
Recycling basket
Small vacuum (other agencies used an electric stick)
Paper towels
Toilet bowl cleaner
Kitchen garbage bags
All-purpose cleaner
Dish soap
BEDROOM
Clock/alarm clock
Pillow
Blanket (twin XL)
Sheet set (twin XL

BATHROOM
Overnight hygiene set: shave cream, razor, shampoo,
soap, toothbrush, toothpaste, brush/comb, mouthwash
Hand soap
Toilet Paper
Bath hand towel
Toilet plunger
Toilet brush
Kitchen
Coffee Maker
Knife/Scissors
Cookware Set
Cooking utensil set
Baking sheet
Colander
Food storage containers
Mixing bowl

Iowa City Housing First Project
This all began in 2014 when a study was done of ideas to help people who repeatedly cycle
through the county jail, emergency rooms, and shelters. Four chronically homeless individuals consented to be part of the study. They discovered these 4 individuals used $2.16 million dollars in local services over the four year period studied. That amounts to $140,000 in services per person per
year! At the end of the four year period, all four were still homeless and all four were still suffering
from substance abuse issues, so no progress. This study paved the way for $3.1 million in grant
funding to build Iowa's first Housing First facility in Iowa City. Housing First will provide housing to
individuals without strict requirements, such as sobriety. Other similar projects in other US cities
have seen a 60-70% first-year average decrease in individual’s service usage, so potentially
$84,000 to $98,000 savings per person. A 24-unit complex is scheduled to open in January 2019,
which will allow the area's 24 most vulnerable
individuals to be immediately housed. While residents will not be required to participate in services, services will be available on-site as part of the
program. Since the study was completed, two of the four individuals studied have died on the
streets of Iowa City. We’re hoping the Housing First project will be a life-saving option for these individuals and will simultaneously relieve some of the burden on local services.

