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ADVENT/
CHRISTMAS
CONNECT
GROUP
Sundays 9:15 am
Interested an Advent discussion?
The first gathering is Sunday,
November 29 at 9:15 am, with Pastor Scott. We will continue with While We
Wait by Mary Lou Redding for 5 weeks. The class will gather in fellowship hall
at the Church. The first gathering will review the materials and we will look
at a chapter a week after that. A copy of the book is available in the Christian
Education office.
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BLESSED ADVENT

by Pastor Scott

“Now the birth of Jesus the Mes- shelter? Where is the descripsiah took place in this way.” – tion of the stable, with cattle
Matthew 1:18
lowing and the baby lying in a
manger? Where are the shepherds in the field and the angels
This time of year my memories singing God’s praises? Of course
take me back to my childhood
that is found in Luke’s gospel.
and the buffet in the dining
room. There in front of the glass
mirror was the nativity scene. I Sometimes this passage in Matremember working with my
thew is read and the focus beMother to set up the scene, and comes whether or not a virgin
we played it by the book. I
birth is possible. Now that is
mean there was no baby Jesus
worth discussing, and our rebefore Christmas Eve, no wise
sponse will say a lot about
men before Epiphany. In fact
whether we believe in miracles
through out Advent I was in
and/or the truth of the Bible.
charge of moving Mary and Jo- But is that why the writer of
seph ever closer to the stable.
Matthew was sharing this story?
Then on Christmas Eve Mary and
Joseph took their places amid
The story's center says more
the creatures. Off to the side,
shepherds began to gather with about theology than it does bioltheir sheep and the baby Jesus ogy. It speaks about God and
God’s initiative in our lives and
appeared in his bed of straw.
Joesph’s response of obedience.
In Jesus God acted. In Jesus’
So you can see why Matthew
conception and birth God acted,
has me bothered. Matthew
and Jesus embodies Emmanuel-doesn’t tell the story I grew up God with us. In Matthew’s goswith on my buffet. I am expect- pel that’s what the God of Jesus
ing my manger scene and Matthew begins abruptly with, “Now
the birth of Jesus took place this
way.” Where is the introduction
to the homeless couple seeking
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Christ is all about Emmanuel.
For Matthew the coming of God
is not a yearly event at Christmas. God has been, will be and
is with us.
Joseph was open to the guidance of God. We too can turn to
God, opening our lives to God’s
revelation to us in particular
situations. We pray, we struggle,
and we listen for God in our
dreams and in our waking. Then
we act, trusting by the grace of
God that our actions are divinely
led.
May we open our lives to God’s
initiative and the coming of Emmanuel -- God with us this season of Advent.
Have a Blessed Advent!
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SUMC MUSIC HAPPENINGS
December 6, 2015
8am—Chancel Choir: Gesu Bambino
with Katie Feldkamp and Erin Capper, flutes:
10:15am—Soul Patrol Kids Choir
December 13, 2015
8am—Youth Bells; Mary Kucera, soprano solo: Be Born in Me
10:15am—Celebration Bells; Mary Kucera, soprano solo: Be Born in Me
December 20, 2015
8am—Celebration Bells
10:15am—Sunday School Children's Christmas Program,
including a trio by:
Payton Wheeler, Marissa Radenbaugh and Kelly Feldkamp
and Chancel Choir: Rise Up, Shepherds, and Follow
Christmas Eve December 24, 2015
4:30pm & 6pm each service will have special music,
including the Double Quartet, Rachel Proffitt, the Praise Band
and maybe some other surprises!

November 1
November 8
November 15
November 22
November 29

81
86
77
56
78

December 6, 2015
2nd Sunday of Advent &
Communion
Scripture: Luke 1:68-79
Message: Zechariah’s Blessing
December 13, 2015
3rd Sunday of Advent
Scripture: Luke 1:26-38
Message: Gabriel’s Message
December 20, 2015
3rd Sunday of Advent
Scripture: Luke 1:39-55
Message: The Visitation
10:15am Children’s Program
December 24 , 2015
Christmas Eve 4:30pm & 6pm
Scripture: Luke 2:1-20
Message: Receiving the Gift
December 27, 2015
Message: Mysterious Power
of Faith part II
by Jason Owen

NOVEMBER
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
8:00 am

WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

10:15 am

Total

109
88
89
95
118

190
174
166
151
196

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ATTENDANCE
Nursery
November 1
3
November 8
3
November 15 3
November 22 5
November 29 144
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Children
64
63
50
66
32

Adults
12
40
36
20
77

Total
79
106
89
91
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS
What a beautiful holiday season! We have many events happening at the church this month. Please make sure you mark
your calendars for the Children’s program and the mission our kids are contributing to. If you haven’t had a chance to
come to Sunday School, please make this the month to come! We have classes starting in Preschool all the way to Adult.
Here’s what we have going on:

Sunday School Children Sang in
Church on November 15th
The kids were able to share their gifts
with 2 songs at the 10:15am service. If
you missed our songs of praise, the
next week we will be singing is December 20th. Come and worship with us!

serves as a reminder to do during a
quiet moment in their room. In their
bucket are slips of paper to help give
them a prayer to say or a prompt to
help them as they are praying.

Club J.A.M made prayer buckets
One of the highlight the kids get to do is
a project that ties to our evenings
theme. We are learning about Blessings
and Birthrights and how we can take
time for prayer. The picture shows the
kids making their prayer buckets which

Christmas Program
Want to join our servant ministry? Just
let me know. I would like to work with
you! We are looking for substitute
Sunday School teachers and Club
JAM volunteers. If interested, please
contact: mastersr@soloniaumc.org or
call me at the church 624-2288 or my
cell 319-270-2422. Thanks! Renee

Back by popular demand, our Sunday
School kids are preparing to share a
Christmas Musical. This year, we are
promoting our church wide Mission
project “Change a child’s story” by using the book, “The Christmas Bell” as
our program content. It will be a great
concert that you will not want to miss!

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
The Solon UMW invites all women of the church to join
them for their annual brunch on Wed. Dec. 2 at 1:00 pm
(Note the time change from regular meeting time). Barb
Kalm will be doing the program for us.

UNITED
METHODIST
WOMEN
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UNITED METHODIST MEN
Join us every Saturday morning at 6:00 am at the Family
Life Center. The SUMC men are studying the Bible. If you
would like to attend, call Mike Turner at (319)624-2061.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION CONTINUED
Computer “You Got Mail” Prayer Slips
Sunday School Prayer Slips are going fast! Get
yours today! Located in the Narthex is a large
bulletin board filled with prayer slips. Each
prayer slip contains a name of a child in Sunday
School. It lists the parent’s name, address,
child’s name, grade, and birthday. Please select
a prayer slip and pray for the child and their
family over the school year. You are welcome
to send cards and letters of encouragement. Let’s give each child someone from our
church a special prayer person for the rest of
the Sunday School year.

We are teaming up with the Missions team to
help get a good start on collecting books and
monetary donations to purchase books for
the: “Change A Childs’s Story” mission
Currently, we have a bookcase out in the narthex for people to place their book donations.
We are asking that you donate new books to
help reach our church goal of 1,850 books. If
you would like to write a check toward our
mission project, make the check out to SUMC
and include “Book Mission” on the memo
line. If you would like more information about
this mission, please visit our district website:
http://www.iaumc.org/povertytoopportunity

Children’s Offering and
Upcoming Mission
Thank you families for helping our children
provide an offering each week at Sunday
School. The bible tells us that we should be
giving (tithes) back to God. “Giving an offering
is a way to express thanks and gratitude for
all that God has done.” (Deep Blue Kids Bible).
This story can be found in Genesis 14: 1721.This brings me to our Children’s Mission
project that started in November and continues until December 13th.

CLUB JAM
Kindergarten-4th
Our Wednesday after-school program for Kindergarten thru
4th grade is using the Large Group curriculum from the same
theme through Sunday’s Christian Education called, “Deep
Blue”. We are continuing with the key point and bible verse
introduced from Sunday, but have different activities to
deepen the learning of the bible story during Club JAM.

Dec. 6 – Sunday School
Dec. 13 – Sunday School
Dec. 20 – Sunday School
(Preschool – 4th grade) will
practice for Christmas program
Dec. 20— Sunday School and
Children’s Christmas
Program during 10:15am
Church service
Dec. 27 —NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

Renee Masters
Christian Education Director
Church: (319)624-2288
Cell phone: (319)270-3422

SOUL Patrol (Seeking Out U Lord)
Children’s Choir for grades 2-6
Children’s Choir called SOUL Patrol (Seeking Out U Lord)
for 2nd grade thru 6th grade is from 5:10-5:40pm. Club JAM
kids can stay for music and then meet up with their families
for the Wednesday Night Family Meal. Contact Deanna
Kleinsmith for more info.

The last night for Club J.A.M. for this year will be on
December 16th. On that day , we will have our end of the
year party with treats and crafts.
January 3rd through January 10th will be registration for our
next classes to start on January 13th. For more information,
contact Renee Masters.
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YOUTH MINISTRY (grades 5-12)
The year is quickly coming to an end! The Middle School programs
(CLUB 56 and PEER 78) have has an awesome semester so far and we
are very excited to see what next year will bring! Below are some
very important dates for the Middle School Youth Groups coming up
this month! Lets get FIRED Up!
WHAT’S HAPPENING?
*Sponsoring A Child! – All youth groups
have decided to sponsor a child through the
Christian organization Feed The Children. The
students so far have done an outstanding job
supporting John financially! To keep our sponsorship going for many years to come, students are asked to bring $3-5 a month, minimum, to put towards the monthly payments
we send him! Thanks for all of your support,
and look at his amazing smile! We are so
blessed!

Youth Group
Fundraiser
Cocoa Cabin
at Handley’s Tree Farm

*Caroling and Craft night- ALL YOUTH GROUP STUDENTS (grades 5-12)
will all meet at 6:30 on December 16th for caroling and crafts. I AM IN
NEED OF PARENT VOLUNTEERS FOR SNACKS AND TO ASSIST WITH
CRAFTS! Email me if you are interested!
*SNACK VOLUNTEERS– If you are willing to donate items to use for
Youth Group Snacks please email me! The more the merrier!

Get Involved…. Be Inspired

December 5-6
& 12-13

Sami McAtee, Middle School Youth Director
mcatees@soloniaumc.org
Jenn Stiegelmeyer, High School Youth Director
stiegelmeyerj@soloniaumc.org

SUMC Youth Group Meetings
 Club 56 youth group (3:30-5:00 pm) in FLC
 Peer 78 youth group (6:30-8:00 pm) in FLC
 Fired UP! youth group (6:30-8:00 pm) in FLC

(grades 9-12)

Club 56
Join the
SUMC Youth
Groups

Peer 78
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Acolyte Youth Program
Parents and kids, please sign up on the bulletin board outside the church office. Please
leave a phone number where we can reach
you to remind you about the dates you
have signed up. Any questions please contact Melody Morris at (319)330-8891.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS
Do you have an announcement to share in the bulletin or the monthly newsletter, the Circuit Rider? Please contact our Office Administrator at (319)624-2288 or soloniaumc@gmail.com . Bulletin announcements are due by Wednesday at Noon, newsletter announcements are
due by the 20th of each month. Thank You.

SUMC Circuit Rider: For those that
would like to receive a copy of the
SUMC Newsletter the Circuit Rider
mailed, please contact the office (319)
624-2288.
SUMC Sunday Flowers: Is there a special person or day you want to recognize? Sign-up for a Sunday on the
flower poster outside of the office.
Please contact the office the week of
what you would like to be put in the
bulletin. Call the office (319)624-2288.
Volunteers are needed during Sunday
morning to assist with worship–related
tasks for our church. The roles are:
 Audio Video Ministry Members
Our Audio/Visual team is an extension of worship at SUMC. They
serve the sound board and run the
powerpoint worship slide show
and records our Sunday morning
services. If you are interested in
joining this valuable team, please
contact Pastor Scott or Grant
Evers.
 Welcome Center Ministry Helpers
We want to expand the hospitality
of SUMC. One way to do this is to
have two Welcome Center volunteers each Sunday worship service.
For more information on how you
can help with this ministry. Questions? Talk to Pastor Scott.

Solon United Methodist Men’s (UMM)
group will be hosting a luncheon on Saturday, December 5th from 11am till 2pm
at the Palmer House Stable on main
street. The meal will consist of church
burgers, chicken noodle soup, and pies.
Come and enjoy good food and visit the
Christmas Tree Walk in
Solon! (See flyer )

Calling All Pie Bakers!
Please consider making a pie (or two) to
sell at the Christmas Tree Walk at the
Palmer House Stable for the UMM’s
Luncheon on Saturday, December 5th.
You can drop off your pie at the fellowship hall on Friday, December 4th.
Thank you so much!
SUMC Men’s League is looking for two
more teams to join us on Monday
nights. It’s a lot of fun and a great workout. Currently we have 4 teams. If
you’re able to form a team or have
questions please get hold of Scott
Stiegelmeyer at stiegey@gmail.com.

SPRC Announcement of new Office Administrator: We are pleased to welcome Deb Sheets to the church staff.
Deb will begin her duties beginning December 14th. Her email address will be
sheetsd@soloniaumc.org . Please stop
in the office to introduce yourself.

An update from the SUMC Stewardship Committee

Thank you for sharing your estimate of
giving with our church this year. You
are an important part of the ministry of
Solon United Methodist Church and
SUMC Football Dinner Committee God’s work in our community and
would like to thank everyone for their around the world. Through your gifts,
part in the football dinners. We’ve had you will be a part of changing the lives
a great time in fellowship as well as a
of children and youth, ministering to
profitable way to grow the general
those in need and welcoming others
fund. We look forward to next year!
cleanup crew. Along with a “little” work into the embrace of Christ.
you can enjoy lively conversation and
We were created to be generous and
fellowship, great laughter, and team
your generosity can be a great blessing
work. The Football Dinner Committee
in our lives.
thanks you!
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Please join us for our
Church Conference on
Sunday, Dec. 6 at 2:00
pm. District
Superintendent Rev.
Kiboko will be here to
lead us in our Healthy
Church Report and
church vote.

Through your giving, you will find that
blessing flow back into your life – blessings that you were not even expecting.
Our hope is that you will find yourself
blessed as you experience joy in your
generosity. Again, thank you for all that
you do to make possible the ministry of
our church. You do make a difference!
In Christ,
Mike & Kim Turner,
Stewardship Campaign Chairs
Rev. Scott Keele Kober, Lead Minister
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CHRISTMAS TREE WALK
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December Birthdays

PRAYERS AND CELEBRATIONS
In Our Prayers

MILLER, Jadyn

12/01

MOTTINGER, Dina

12/01

WERNER, Brent 12/01

Karen Hahn, sister’s stepson’s daughter died in car accident
Noska family, Tyler’s safety recently deployed
McGill, those affected by the parade accident in Oklahoma
Kelly Meyer’s mother, ALS
Jenn Stiegelmeyer, health
Penny Tompkins’ grandson, health issues
Debbie Miller, health issues
Sandy McLaughlin, health for Sandy and Anthony
The farmers, as they finish harvest safely and successfully
Jeanne Erhart, sister-in-law, Donna Joslin
Mary Kucera’s mother, Norma Dunbar, broken arm
Kay Geguiz’s mom, Beulah Iserman, healing from a fall
Ed Haury’s son, Austin, in life decisions after serving in military
Dorothy Marberry
Leo Eastwood
Bob Stinocher
Co-worker with ovarian cancer
Helen Proffitt’s mom with health challenges
Mary Hunt’s father, Peter, health concerns
Gerald Chaloupka waiting heart transplant
The uncle of Sami & James McAtee that is in intensive care with kidney failure
Traveling mercies over Thanksgiving holiday
Anne Manifold & family with the passing of her grandfather, William
Dreesman on Wed., Nov 25th

HANSEN, Denny 12/03

ERHART, Tom

12/18

Rejoices & Thanksgiving

GRUBER, Mary

12/18

LESAN, Bob

12/18

SEDLACEK, Teresa

12/18

WEETMAN, David

12/18

METZLER, Dan

12/19

MEYER, Kelly

12/20

Those celebrating birthdays in November
Healthy Church Initiative consultation weekend
All those who serve our country and our veterans
Those in choir and bells and the beautiful music they provided
Kay Geguiz’s joy of great grandson born Nov. 14th
All the talented students that participated in the school play

HURST, Mary

12/03

STRANG, Kevin 12/03
HANSEN, Dana

12/05

SCHMITT, Karen 12/05
METZLER, Lisa

12/06

PROFFITT, Abraham

12/07

RUFF, Nathaniel 12/08
HAHN, Jean

12/09

WERNER, Tom

12/09

GNIDA, Louis

12/11

LOCKE, Ryan

12/11

PROFFITT, Helen

12/11

KUCERA, Adam 12/12
SMITH, Alexandra

12/12

TURNER, Kim

12/12

TURNER, Mike

12/12

WHETSTINE, Susan

12/14

CROY, Shay

12/15

BROWN, Robert 12/16
LEIGHTON, Jim 12/17
THOMSON, Tracy

12/17

SWAN, Gretchen 12/20

Prayer Requests
The SUMC family wants to support and encourage you throughout your time of
need. If you have a prayer request, please fill out the Communication Card
(located in the bulletin,) and place it in the offering plate during worship. If you
would like to add your prayer request to our church-wide prayer chain, please
call the church office at (319) 624-2288, or email us with your request.

Birthday Announcements
Do you have a birthday in this month but don’t see your birthday listed? Contact
the Church at soloniaumc@gmail.com.
Be sure to give your month, day, and year. We need your birth year to be able to
enter in the software.
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HAVEL, Rick

12/21

BURNHARDT, Kris

12/23

OWEN, Lexi

12/25

BRANSKY, Andrew

12/26

LESAN, Janel

12/28

BARK, Jeanne

12/30

MELSHA, Kolby 12/31
MILLER, Natalie 12/31
MILLER, Nathan 12/31
MISEL, Jan

12/31

SWAN, Jeff

12/31
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Frequently Asked Questions at
Town Hall Meetings
Town Hall meetings were held on November 1, 4,
and 8 to discuss the Healthy Church Initiative. Approximately 30 people attended the meetings. Here
are the answers to the questions that arose during
the meetings.
Is there any financial obligation for the coaching?
The cost is $1,800
SUMC is responsible for $600 and the district and conference will cover the rest
The money is sent to the Iowa Conference
----it goes into the fund that supports
stipend and travel for persons serving
as coaches for HCI.

What is the structure for implementing the process and appointing teams?
A small team, varying in size, will be assigned to work on each prescription
A timeline is set for each prescription so
they can be worked on concurrently
The full process is outlined in the Consultation report.

What is the plan about engaging people and how
do we decide who will serve on the committees and small groups? What is the timeline
for identifying individuals for the committees?
The teams are assigned by the Pastor
working in conjunction with the coach
Each prescription has a different timeline
but most teams will be identified early
in 2016 so work can begin.
If you are interested in serving on a team
or have questions about one, please
see Pastor Scott.

strengths to help from small groups/
committees?
There currently is no mechanism in place
to identify members strengths.
However, leaders of small groups and
committees can and should help Pastor
Scott identify people who might have
passion for the areas prescribed.
If you are interested in serving on a team
or have questions about one, please
see Pastor Scott.

How do we do this along with regular Church
Council activities? Do we have enough people
to get this done?
The intent is not to do this along with ALL
other church council activities. The intent is to make the work of the prescriptions THE priority for this time in the life
of the church. It may be necessary to
set some other activities aside for a
time so that the congregation can be
fully focused on this process. Council
doesn’t drive it all--but the Council’s
leadership and involvement is critical.

How long is the process?
The coach will work with SUMC for 18
months as we work to implement and
institutionalize the changes
The timelines seem aggressive, can we do this
within the timeframe and the holidays?
Most of the early work is appointing the
teams, then each team has several
months to a year to make recommendations and implement changes.
As long as forward progress is being
made, dates can be renegotiated with
the coach.

Is there a mechanism to identify members
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When will the church do longer range planning,
i.e. 3 - 5 years out?
Clarity of vision is needed first. The other
building blocks outlined in the prescriptions need to be put in place---and
then, long range planning can be engaged.

How are we going to pay for any suggestions or
processes?
Any expenses related to this process will
need to be approved by the Finance
Committee and/or Church Council just
as all other expenditures are.
What’s next?
The Church Conference will be on 12/6 at
2:00 p.m. District Superintendent Kiboko Kiboko will preside over the conference.
A paper ballot vote will be taken at the
conference, a simple majority of those
in attendance will be needed to pass
the resolution.
Absentee ballots will not be available.
Why weren’t the consulting team leaders included in the town hall meetings?
The assumption is that the town hall meetings are for the congregation only so
that the congregation can discuss the
merits of the prescriptions or their concerns without outsiders present. Team
members (or at least the coach) can
be invited to be present if that would
be helpful to get questions answered.)
Jill Sanders, the coach who will be assigned to SUMC, was a member of the
consulting team and has reviewed
these responses.

Many of these prescriptions are such that SUMC
might well consider continuing with them even after the initial goal & timeline have
been achieved.
It is the hope that the work on the prescriptions does not end after 18
months. By that time we should be
seeing results of the changes and conPage 1113

tinuing to improve upon the.
What will the “Time for Renewal” look like for
pastor and lay leadership? Do we vote on it?
How does it work? When will it be?
The renewal leave for the pastor is negotiated between
the pastor, SPRC, and District Superintendent. Typically, it involves a 4 week period. It is voted on when
the prescription report is voted on. The congregation
votes on the report in its entirety. Congregations need
to be creative about how to give breaks/renewal to lay
leadership.
Church Conference
Sunday, December 6, 2015 at 2:00 pm led by Rev. Kiboko I. Kiboko

Town Hall Meetings were held on
Sunday, November 1 at 9:15 am
with Rick Havel in the Fellowship
Hall, Wednesday, November 4 at
6:30 pm with Robin Springer in the
Fellowship Hall, and Sunday, November 8 at 9:15 am with Phil
Kakacek in the Wesley Classroom.
An All-Church congregational vote
will be on Sunday, December 6.
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Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of our world
Rev. Scott Keele Kober, Lead Minister
Deb Sheets, Office Administrator
Renee Masters, Director of Christian Education
Jenn Stiegelmeyer, High School Youth Ministries
Sami McAtee, Middle School Youth Ministries
Karen Keele Kober, Interim Director of Music
Holly Werning, Accompanist
Mary Kucera, Director of Hand Bells
Jon Lorence, Custodian
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE
8:00 & 10:00 AM – Worship
9:00 & 11:00 AM – Fellowship
September 13
8:00 & 10:15 AM—Worship
9:15 AM —Sunday School
9:00 & 11:00 AM – Fellowship
Address: 122 North West St., Solon, IA 52333
Church Phone: (319) 624-2288
Church Website: www.soloniaumc.org
Church Facebook: Solon United Methodist Church—Iowa
Church E-mail: soloniaumc@gmail.com
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